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Abstract 

The realization for repositioning education for sustainable youth 

empowerment and National development in Nigeria requires urgent 

attention. For the nation to attain sustainable development that is reducing 

the level of poverty and inequality such a nation must develop a positive 

attitude and mindset towards acquiring occupational and problem solving 

skills, creative and critical minds, socially responsible citizens which 

entrepreneurial skills acquisition is the answer. This paper examines the 

roles of entrepreneurial education in National development, common 

general entrepreneurship skills to be developed in youth for sustainable 

empowerment, occupational areas for entrepreneurship education and 

catalogue of activities for early childhood education that can lead to 

entrepreneurship development. There were recommendation such as school 

curriculum should cater for the full range of differences in interest, abilities, 



talents and so on of children whose background are becoming increasingly 

varied.  

  

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurship Education, National 

Development, Early childhood Education, Empowerment, Sustainable 
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Introduction  

 Time has come during which both pupils/youth and adults need to 

develop a positive attitude and mindset towards acquiring occupational skills 

that will help them become self-employable, self-reliant and self-sustaining in 

all aspect of life. Recently, the knowledge driven global economy more 

importantly requires an educational programme that provides not only 

academic knowledge and occupational skills but also problem solving skills, 

creative and critical minds and socially responsible citizens – Entrepreneurial 

skills acquisition is the answer. Our duty as parents, teachers, guardians and 

counselors is to help the young persons under our care to think and develop 

their young minds as entrepreneurs of their generation.  

 It must be stressed that the development of entrepreneurial skills should 

start right from early childhood education and should spam the secondary and 

tertiary level of education. It is good to catch them young by giving orientation 

as per habits of the mind. The mind is powerful place where thought are 

manufactured for entrepreneurship. The level of understanding an individual 

has about his or her habits, thinking and reflecting determined what he or she 

can do, launches him or her into entrepreneurship family. Entrepreneurship 

education is a needful thing we all must open our minds to if we are to help our 

young ones and ourselves to avoid the surging unemployment in the land. 

Entrepreneurship education accommodate all types if children ranging from the 

exceptionally gifted to the subnormal children. The greater the understanding 

an individual has about self, what he/she can do, the easier and better he 

gathers more information and resources to become and entrepreneur.  

According to Denga (2006) the need for engineering the minds of the 

young people is to:  

 Create and promote awareness, sensitize them on the opportunities 

available in the community to think creatively.  
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 Impart entrepreneurship skills at that youthful age.  

 Relate community needs to vocational possibilities.  

 Enhance the desires to think converting potentialities to practicing 

entrepreneurship.  

 Develop their thinking capacities on the natural resources of 

environment and converting them to products that can be sold.  

 Introduce our youths to community based projects so they can develop 

interest in community service. 

 Human engineering is also aimed at changing the attitude/mind set of 

our youths from white collar jobs to gaining financial freedom/self-reliance 

through entrepreneurial activities considering the outcry of youth 

unemployment in Nigeria.  

 

Conceptual Clarification  

It is pertinent to clarify some of the key concepts in this write up such 

as the following:  

Early childhood refers to the period between birth and 8 years of age, wherein 

a child's brain is highly sensitive to the environment around them. Shoja 

(2005) in Abokede (2016)  

What is the purpose of early childhood education? Simply put, the 

purpose of ECE is to provide children with strategies that help them develop 

the emotional, social and cognitive skills needed to become lifelong learners. 

Milkaili (2011), Youth is the period before transition of people from 

childhood to adulthood. It is also the quality of being young and perhaps 

immature and inexperience. The youths are young people considered as a 

group. 

 

Education: Is a universal practice engaged in all societies and at all stages of 

development. For any meaningful and fundamental change in the intellectual 

and social outlook of any individual and or society to be achieved, the agency 

must be education. Ifelunni (2006) defines education as a continuous process 

which the society established to assist its members to understand the heritage 

of the past and to participate productively in the future. It is the leading out of 

the unborn powers and potentials of the individuals in the society and the 

acquisition of skills, attitudes and competences necessary for self-realization 

and for coping with life problems. It therefore describes the total process of 

human learning by which knowledge is imparted and acquired valuable skills 

developed and faculties trained. This implies that education is an investment 

and in every investment, returns are expected. In the teaching learning process 
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which is the hub of any educational venture, the expected return is the 

achievement of the set instructional objectives which are shown in the 

expected change in behavior of the learners. This is a clear indication that 

learning has taken place. A situation where teaching has taken place and the 

expected change in behavior is not achieved; the situation exemplifies an 

investment without returns, which in itself is a serious problem in the 

education venture and investment.  

Entrepreneurship: Kuratko (2003) defines entrepreneurship as a dynamic 

process of vision, change and creation. It requires an application of energy and 

passion towards the creation and implementation of new, novel ideas and 

creative solutions. Kuratko and Hodgetts (2004) continue to posit that essential 

ingredients of entrepreneurship include the willingness to take calculated risks 

in terms of time, equity, or career, the ability to formulate an effective venture 

team, the creative skill to marshal needed resources and fundamental skill of 

recognized opportunity when others see prospects and gain when others see 

deficits.  

 According to Ajeyalemi (2006) entrepreneurship is capable of 

providing the necessary tools for wealth creation in emerging economics like 

that of Nigeria because of its dynamic nature in the provision of small and 

medium enterprises. The characteristics of these include; the availability of a 

highly productive based workforce rather than natural resources, the 

consolidation of tertiary institutions which is meant to engender economic 

efficiency in the educational sector. Abokede (2005) declared that the goal of 

Entrepreneurship is to transmit ideas, skills and values of work and 

environment and what the individual can do with his/her life. This goal 

according to Abokede (2005) in Shoja (2016) is of great importance especially 

now that emphasis is being placed on lifelong learning, which is expected to 

provide learners with new opportunities, responsibilities and challenges to 

exploit for survival. It is further indicated that skills acquisition can be 

accomplished through work experience or through education in the school 

workshops and laboratories and that the aim uses to develop a better avenue of 

integrating academic skills training and work experience.  

 Entrepreneurship Education has been an integral part of National 

Economic Empowerment and Development Strategies in industrialized and 

developed societies globally due to its impact on productivity and economic 

development (Mc Nabb, 1997 in Mikailu (2011).  

National development is an exploitation and utilization of both human and 

material resources to improve the lots of a nation. It involves the improvement 

of the social welfare of the people of that nation. Empowerment is the degree 
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of autonomy and self-determination in people and in communities. This 

enables them to represent their interest in a responsible and self-determination 

way, acting on their own authority. Milkali, (2018) 

 National development is a comprehensive term which include; 

improvement in living standard of the people, increase in per capital income, 

providing social amenities like education, medical care, social services and 

others, to the citizens of the country. World Bank Group (2016 and 2017)  

 The National development programme is a frame work long-term 

document which based on an analysis of the situation in the country and the 

development trend, sets the overall strategies objectives of national policy by 

2020 for all sectors of government Todaro (2015 and 2018). The National 

development plan targets an increase in the labour force of the country to 74 

million by 2025. 

 According to Polanyi (2018), National development planning has had a 

chequered history anchored in the failure of centrally planned economies in the 

1950s and 1960s. Many developing countries are now seeking to guide their 

own development through a set of processes, policies and practices that can 

carefully be termed the New National Planning.  

Empowerment: Empowerment simply means gaining the power to make ones 

voice heard to contribute to plans and decisions that affect one, to use expertise 

at work and to improve one’s performance (Ezike 2013). Empowerment can be 

seen as the capacity to be in control of one’s surrounding and to act 

independent of any assumed super imposed authority. It is seen as a situation 

in which someone is made to be productive to him or her and the society and 

thereby be in a position to assume vital roles in the economic social and 

political life of the community devoid of any encumbrance.  

 Early childhood education is education given to children below the age 

of primary school in a formalized society. It is the systematic and well 

informed group care normally given to children in an educational institution 

prior to their entry into primary school level (Kpernyam and Indyar 2015).  

 Sustainable development: Sustainable development conceived as the 

development that meets the need of the present without compromising the 

ability of the future generation to meet their needs (Nwosu 2015).  

 Entrepreneurial Education: Entrepreneurial Education is a planned 

programme of courses and learning experiences that begins with exploration of 

career options, supports basic academic and life skills and enables achievement 

of high academic standards, leadership qualities, preparation for industries, 

define work and continuing education.  

Fostering Entrepreneurship Education in Early Childhood Education for Sustainable Youth 

Empowerment and National Development 

 



 Lawal (2010) described entrepreneurial education as that type of 

education that prepares people who could apply relevant practical skills to 

make positive changes within their society and afford a self-dependent life. 

This form of education has been attested to severally as an education that 

provides self-employment, enhances productivity and self-reliance. It reduces 

the over dependence of school graduates on government jobs. Entrepreneurial 

education gives individuals, the skills to live, learn and work as productive 

citizen in a global society.  

 

The Roles of Entrepreneurial Education in National Development 

Entrepreneurial education plays a vital role in national development, 

especially in areas which includes the following:  

 Generation of employment/creation of job opportunities: 

Entrepreneurial education reduces the rate of unemployment in the society. It 

could be used to develop marketable skills in pupils/youth so that they can 

become easily employable. It makes an individual to become an asset to him 

and the nation and also prevent him or her from being a liability to the society.  

 Promotion of Nigerian Culture and Values: Entrepreneurial education 

helps to promote the Nigerian culture and cause us to value what we have. This 

can be seen in the national and international appreciation of beautiful stones 

from Ushongo Mountain and the financial value of those stones. Dangote 

Cement in Benue State.  

 Promotion of the Nigerian Economy: It promotes the national economy 

through foreign exchange by exporting our products. The knowledge of 

entrepreneurial education helps in the conversion of local raw materials, this 

reduces the importation of foreign goods which lessens our import dependency 

and encourages exportation of our local products.  

 Industrial development: Entrepreneurial education helps a nation 

develop technologically and industrially by producing people competent and 

capable of developing and utilizing technologies for industrial and economic 

development. It is a tool that can be used to develop and sustain the manpower 

needs of any nation.  

 Entrepreneurship Strategy: Entrepreneurial education offers the 

beneficiary the ability to be self-reliant, to be job creators and employers of 

labour.  

Common/General Entrepreneurship Skills to be developed in youth for 

sustainable National Development. These skills include:  

1. Paint making  

2. Painting and decorating  
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3. Cosmetics production 

4. GSM phones/Calculators repairs  

5. Tissue paper making  

6. Beads making  

7. Pot molding 

8. Mat making  

9. Weaving of Baskets  

10. Arts and craftwork  

11. Boat construction  

12. Fruit juice/yoghurt  

13. Making of pop ceiling  

14. Soap making  

15. Chalk making  

16. Restroom management  

17. Dying of cloths  

18. Plumbing works/pipe fitting  

19. Book binding  

20. Key cutting/Duplicating/Fixing  

21. Sign posts making/Letter writing  

22. Polish and candle making  

23. Block laying and concrete work  

24. Beverages making  

25. Construction of solar panels for solar energy  

26. Leather work/shoes, bags and belts making  

27. Waste management (domestic & industrial)  

28. Welding and metal fabrication  

29. Fish pond construction/management  

30. Perfume/body spray making  

31. Insecticides production  

32. Air fresher/powder making/Air conditioning refrigerator  

33. Rope making  

34. Carpentry/wood noting work  

35. Cream making  

36. T.V/Radio Antenna construction/Fitting  

37. Vulcanizing/Tyres punchure repairs  

38. Interior decoration 

39. Computer appreciation (ICT)  

40. Fitting and reconditioning/management.  
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Possible Entrepreneurial Skills for the learning disabled children 

1. Typing  

2. Drawing  

3. Carpentry and joining  

4. Dress making garment  

5. Receptionist making  

6. Rope making  

7. Baking  

8. Hairdressing  

9. Welding  

10. Basket weaving  

11. Barbing  

12. Shoe making  

13. Music industries  

14. Computer operators  

15. Assorted others.  

Occupational areas for Entrepreneurship Education  

 Science and technology studies in recent times have reviewed that there 

exist many entrepreneurial opportunities for learners in different areas of 

science and technology education (Kpernyam, 2017) has identified the 

following opportunities that abound for entrepreneurship in the area of science 

and technology education.  

1. Agricultural Science: Agriculture is a basic industry that is necessary 

to all nations of the world. Its education is also classified as a vocation. It has 

many vocational areas that can provide great opportunities for many Nigerian. 

Below are few agricultural science areas: 

a. Crop production for sale as food  

b. Breeding of fish in ponds for sale as food 

c. Breeding of animals/poultry for sale  

d. Cotton/crop production for use in industries  

e. Production of manure  

f. Production of animal feeds  

g. Production of hybrid seeds  

2. Biology: knowledge of biology is a significant and vital tool for the 

development of nation’s technology. It also plays a significant role in the 

socio-economic development of a nation through the followings: 

a. Zoo establishment for tourism facilities  

b. Biological garden 

c. Horticulture activities  
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d. Fermentation of yeast  

3. Chemistry: Nigerian is endowed with vast natural resources which 

need to be harnessed for the benefit of man. Knowledge of chemistry is one of 

the means to harnessing the forces of nature in other to explore the raw 

materials with which nature endows man, into goods and services for better 

quality of life. The knowledge of chemistry can be used in the following area:  

a. Production of soap, (different types)  

b. Production of dyes  

c. Production of preservatives  

d. Production of colour from flowers and leaves as reagents  

e. Production of fumigants/insecticides  

f. Production of neutralizers  

g. Production of pure water  

h. Telectroplating/coating  

i. Production of distilled water  

4. Computer Science: The changing demands in our contemporary 

society required thousands of people in the area of computer science to render 

computer services. Below are few areas mentioned in computer science.  

a. Operation of cyber cafes  

b. Designing of computer software  

c. Repairing/servicing of computers  

d. Training people in computer applications  

e. Analyzing data for researchers using computer packages  

f. Computer programming 

g. Designing cards, posters etc  

5. Technology/Technical Education  

a. Production of furniture 

b. Preparing building plans  

c. Repairing vehicles  

d. Key duplicating  

e. Servicing generators 

f. Charging of batteries  

g. Erecting buildings/block molding  

h. Welding/fabrication  

6. Physics: Knowledge of physics enables man to repair electronic 

devices such as calculators and embark on electronically wiring of houses. It 

can also be used to produce laboratory equipment such as standard resistors 

and knife edges for sale. Below are few physics areas:  

a. Electronic repairs  
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b. Electrical wiring  

c. Solar panel production  

d. Production of smaller transformers  

e. Automatic voltage regulators/stabilizers  

f. Production of laboratory equipment. 

 Pre-primary catalogue of activities can lead to entrepreneurship 

development in Nigeria. The following activities can be introduced to early 

childhood education to enable our young people to think, work and manipulate 

ideas into capable earning enterprises. Zunker (2006) reiterate that elementary 

school children have the ability to apply logic to thinking and can understand 

simple concepts. For example, through concrete experiences children can learn 

to classify persons and jobs or objects. With more exposure by teachers, 

parents and the school counselor, early childhood can do the following  

1. Learning by observation  

2. Children’s literature (making and reading)  

3. Self – concept development  

4. Stages and task development  

5. Family influence  

 

Learning by Observation  

 Children could be taken to real places of work to observe things. 

Arrangement could be made for excursion to visit zoo, museum, airport or a 

factory as the case may be. Mitchell and krumboltz (1996) emphasize that 

children learn from observation by being inquisitive, reacting to questions put 

to them on what they have seen, pay attention, remembering what they 

observed, reproducing action, becoming motivated and acting what they 

observed by imitating.  

Children’s Literature (making and reading)  

 To develop their entrepreneurship education skills, teachers, parents 

and counselors could be collaborate to assist children describe their significant 

others’ occupations and write a few sentence to that effect. The name of the 

occupation, job description importance of the policeman, the army, the pilot 

carpenter, medical doctor, vet doctor, hair dresser/barber, tailor, farmer trader, 

fashion designer, electrician etc. Children can be asked to read stories 

themselves, short stories that emphasize work and cooperation or collaboration 

with others should be selected. Also story books that induce hard work and 

reward should be bought to children’s class for reading and dramatization 

Denga (2013) suggest formation of words from alphabets to describe self and 

to promote reading.  
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Self-concept development  

 Children need to be helped to develop self-esteem that they are 

important personalities fearfully and wonderfully make by God to fulfill their 

destiny. Children at this stage are gregarious. As they play, they interact with 

other children and assume roles in varying situations. In a class discussion, 

pupils could be asked to describe their friends themselves. They could also be 

made to discuss their individual differences. Pupils may be asked to bring 

magazine or cut out pictures or events or places and people that interest them 

so that interests could be shared. Ask pupils to share their hobbies. They could 

compare their hobbies with their abilities. How could what they like doing in 

their spare time be developed and translated into money making venture.  

Stages and task development  

 According to super’s developmental stages and task, individuals 

experience a world of learning activities while growing up. Early childhood 

education is the foundation level of education that exposes the pupils to 

physical and academic development as well as inter-relationships with other 

peers.  

The questions posed here are: Do girls and boys differ in their 

orientation as per stereotyping of jobs? Do boys and girls differ in 

physiological development as they are graduating from primary school? If the 

answers are yes, at what use are these differences in their mindset for 

entrepreneurship education? The counselors, the authors teachers and parents 

need to come together to help offset the burden of stereotyping so that careers 

according to their interests and abilities to fulfill their destiny in life and the 

needs of Nigerian State.  

 

Family Influence  

 Family being the first point of socialization for children, there is a lot to 

contribute towards grooming and sensitizing the child in thinking 

entrepreneurially. Family influence can help the child from positive opinions 

about work and the rewards from rendering services to others. The interactions 

that happen in the family whether democratic or autocratic will serve as a basic 

for building ones business acumen now and in later life at secondary school 

level.  

 

Implication of Entrepreneurship for Teacher Education  

In the contemporary world, entrepreneurship education has been widely 

recognized as a field of special significance for individual and social 
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development globally, consequently, entrepreneurial learning and teaching 

have become more relevant issues in the field of entrepreneurship education 

research. Implicitly, the field of Teacher Education has to be geared up by 

teacher educators to handle this issue and meet the challenge of developing 

teachers to perform the above mentioned new roles in the classrooms and 

school.  

 As rightly acknowledged by Oraifo (2009) that the teacher is a major 

human resource that cannot be discounted in the calculation of the 

development of any nation. Teachers have an essential role to play in 

enhancing pupils/youth, entrepreneurial learning. Entrepreneurship education 

requires the use of active learning method that places the learner at the centre 

of educational process and enables them to take responsibility for their own 

learning to experiment and learn about themselves. Thus teachers need the 

professional competencies to be able to guide pupils/youth through the 

learning process rather than as in traditional method, communicating 

knowledge and information mainly through chalk and talk.  

 

Conclusion  

Entrepreneurship Education is designed to foster creativity by training 

the children in skills for self-employment in our modern era in which looking 

for a job is a job. It is of great importance in improving the socio economic 

development of a nation. It should not be simply seen as a solution to 

unemployment only but a road map to the realization of a national economic 

reality. Therefore its educational programme should be accorded priority right 

from early childhood level of education. 

 

Recommendations  

 The compelling significance of entrepreneurship education in Nigeria 

has culminated in an explosion of effort at all educational levels to mount it. It 

must be stressed that the development of entrepreneurial skills should start 

right from pre-primary or early childhood education. 

Nigerian educators are being urged therefore to design school curricula 

that can cater for the full range of differences in interests, abilities, talents, 

needs and life goals of children whose background are becoming increasingly 

more varied.   

With the exposure by teachers, parents and the school counselor, the 

child needs to relate to him or herself positively accepting self and others.  
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Adequate and modern facilities should be provided in our schools, 

colleges and universities. Equipment and facilities for training pupils/students 

should be the replica of what is obtained in the industries.  

Adequate funding of the entrepreneurship education is very essential 

government and institutional administrators should as a matter of policy, 

allocate reasonable sums of money for all vocational technical education 

oriented programmes.  

There is the need to revitalize the institutions supporting the 

development of entrepreneurship as well as strategic development alliances in 

order to provide quick fund and expertise to entrepreneurs in Nigeria. 
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